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CLOSURE OF BARGO WASTE MANAGEMENT CENTRE 
 

BACKGROUND 
 Bargo Waste Management Centre (BWMC) is non-putrescible landfill located at 27 

Anthony Road, Bargo and is Council’s only remaining operational licenced landfill.  
 Since the site at Bargo was opened in the 1960’s Council has been able to adapt to 

changing environmental requirements to extend the life of the facility; however, it 
has now reached maximum capacity. 

 In February 2024, Council resolution 44/2024 endorsed that that the landfill has 
reached capacity & is at the use of its useful lifespan and that BWMC is to remain 
operational for Wollondilly residents while planning for the remediation and closure. 

 The site temporarily closed in April-May 2024 and reopened in a reduced capacity 
(majority of landfilling ceased) to allow residents to still utilise the site while closure 
and remediation plans were finalised.   

 In accordance with Council’s EPA Licence requirements and to protect the 
environment from unnecessary risks from the landfill site, the BWMC will be 
permanently closed and remediated. 

 In November 2024, a Councillor briefing was completed to advise that BWMC will 
need to close to allow remediation works to occur and Councillors agreed to 
permanently close in June 2025 to allow works to occur as per resolution 44/2024.  

 On 25 March 2025, Council endorsed the closure of Bargo Waste Management 
Centre with the final day that the site will be open to the public will be Sunday, 8 
June 2025.  

 Remediation activities will commence from July 2025. 
 All waste from Wollondilly residents and businesses must be disposed of at an 

alternate licensed facility (e.g. Remondis Picton) or in the kerbside clean up service 
(resident access only). 

 
 
AIM 

 To explain the changes to the Bargo Waste Management Centre to the community 
and stakeholders, including that the site is at capacity and will be permanently 
closed from COB 8 June 2025 for remediation works. 

 To provide clear options for disposal of waste, and reassure the community that they 
will still be able to dispose of their waste. 

 Focus on promotion of other local waste and recycling disposal options available to 
residents incl. Picton Resource Recovery Facility (operated by Remondis) and other 
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alternatives (e.g. kerbside clean up, CRCs, Return & Earn machines, wood chipping 
service) 

 Focus on the environmental benefits of remediating BWMC (including what 
remediation is) and the requirement to comply with EPA Licence Requirements. 

 
KEY MESSAGES 
Main message for social media: 
 
After 60 years of operation, our Waste Management Centre at Bargo has reached capacity 
and will be permanently closed to allow site remediation to occur. The final day of operation 
and acceptance of waste and recycling will be Sunday, 8 June 2025. 
 
Once closed, there remains many other options available for dropping off waste and 
recycling within the Wollondilly Shire including: 
 

 Waste Facilities - The licenced resource recovery facility at 67 Wonga Road Picton, 
operated by Remondis on a Council owned site, is open to accept your waste, at 
competitive industry rates. 
 
Alternatively, there are other facilities located only a short distance, including: 

o Benedict Recycling – 52 Anderson Rd, Smeaton Grange 
o  Veolia Spring Farm Resource Recovery Park  20 Barrow Rd, Spring Farm 
o  Bowral Waste Centre – 8 Kiama St, Bowral 
o Penrith Landfill Depot - 842 Mulgoa Rd, Mulgoa 
o Wollongong Waste & Resource Recovery Park (Whytes Gully) – 502 Reddalls 

Rd, Kembla Grange 
 

 Community Recycling Centres - Problem wastes such as gas bottles, paint, motor oil 
and batteries can be disposed of at your local Community Recycling Centre for free. 
The closest centres are located at Camden, Campbelltown, Mittagong and Penrith. 
https://www.wollondilly.nsw.gov.au/waste-services/waste-recycling-and-disposal-
options/community-recycling-centres  
 

 Wood Chipping Service - Council runs a free wood chipping service to Wollondilly 
residents at different locations around the Shire. Residents can drop off material 
which is too big for their green-lid garden organics bin such as tree branches, trunks 
and large shrubs, which will be chipped and recycled. For more information and to 
make a booking, visit https://www.wollondilly.nsw.gov.au/waste-services/wood-
chipping-service.  
 

 Household clean up service – Council provides two scheduled household clean up 
collections each financial year to residential properties using our waste services. 
These collections are to assist with the removal of bulky household materials. 
Residents are entitled to place 1.5m3 of eligible bulky waste on the kerb for 
collection on their scheduled collection week. 
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For more information on the service including eligible waste types, scan the QR code 
or call our Waste Hotline on 1800 805 305. (link to 
https://www.wollondilly.nsw.gov.au/waste-services, as per QR Code) 
 

For more information about local waste disposal options, visit: 
https://www.wollondilly.nsw.gov.au/waste-services/waste-recycling-and-disposal-options  
 
Landfill remediation at the Bargo Waste Management Centre will include safely containing 
the waste in accordance with the Protection of the Environment Operations Act and EPA 
Approvals.  Landfill sites continue to breakdown in the years after closure, so remediation of 
the site will play a critical role in reducing risks to the environment for current and future 
generations.  
 
Other messages for Fact Sheets/Website: 
 
Local Waste Facilities 
Many other local waste and resource recovery facilities are available for Wollondilly 
residents and businesses to dispose of household waste items such as tyres, scrap metal, 
garden organics and electronic waste. Local waste facilities include: 

 Remondis Picton Resource Recovery Facility – 67 Wonga Rd, Picton 
 Benedict Smeaton Grange Recycling Facility – 52 Anderson Rd, Smeaton Grange  
 Veolia, Spring Farm – 20 Barrow Rd, Spring Farm 
 Bowral Waste Centre – 8 Kiama St, Bowral 
 Moss Vale Resource Recovery Centre – 177 Berrima Rd, Moss Vale 
 Penrith Landfill – 842 Mulgoa Rd, Mulgoa 
 Wollongong Waste & Resource Recovery Park (Whytes Gully) – 502 Reddalls Rd, 

Kembla Grange 
 

For more information, visit the ‘Local Waste Facilities’ page on Council’s website. 
 

Community Recycling Centres 

Community Recycling Centres (CRCs) are permanent drop-off centres for common household 
problem wastes that can’t be collected via council kerbside waste and recycling collection 
services. To find your closest Community Recycling Centre, visit the ‘Community Recycling 
Centre’ page on Council’s website or contact the EPA on 131 555. 

 
Household clean up service  

Council provides two scheduled household clean up collections each financial year to 
residential properties using our waste services. These collections are to assist with the 
removal of bulky household materials. Residents are entitled to place 1.5m3 of eligible bulky 
waste on the kerb for collection on their scheduled collection week. 
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For more information on the service including eligible waste types, scan the QR code or call 
our Waste Hotline on 1800 805 305. https://www.wollondilly.nsw.gov.au/waste-
services/twice-yearly-clean-up 

 

Wood Chipping Service 

Council runs a free wood chipping service to Wollondilly residents at different locations 
around the Shire. Residents can drop off material which is too big for their green-lid garden 
organics bin such as tree branches, trunks and large shrubs, which will be chipped and 
recycled. For more information and to make a booking, visit 
https://www.wollondilly.nsw.gov.au/waste-services/wood-chipping-service.  

 

Return and Earn 

Return and Earn is an initiative implemented by the NSW Government which offers a 10c 
refund for eligible drink containers deposited at return points throughout NSW. Eligible 
containers include cans, bottles, cartons, juice boxes or poppers. To find your nearest Return 
and Earn machine location, visit https://returnandearn.org.au/.  

 

Council’s Domestic Waste Service 
Council provides residents with a waste service consisting of a red-lid garbage bin (emptied 
weekly), yellow-lid recycling bin and green-lid garden organics bin (emptied fortnightly) to 
residents. Residents have the option to increase their bin sizes or order additional bins if 
required. 

To find out more, visit the ‘Red, Yellow & Green Bins’ page on Council’s website. 

 

Protecting the Environment 
Landfill remediation at the Bargo Waste Management Centre will include safely containing 
the waste in accordance with the Protection of the Environment Operations Act and EPA 
Approvals.  Landfill sites continue to breakdown in the years after closure, so remediation of 
the site will play a critical role in reducing risks to the environment for current and future 
generations.  
 
TARGET AUDIENCE 
 

 All Wollondilly residents 
 Special interest groups - Bargo community 
 Businesses, such as construction 
 Council staff  
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KEY DATES  
 Communication Plan to be activated from March 2025 to August 2025. 
 Final day of site operation is Sunday, 8 June 2025. 
 First day of site closure is Monday, 9 June 2025. 
 Remediation works will commence from 1 July 2025 (approximate date). 

 
METHODS OF COMMUNICATION 
 

CHANNEL DATES STATUS 

Closure Works  
Send final draft Comms Plan to Director who will 
share with Councillors. 

February 2025 Complete 

Updated website pages February 2025 Complete 
Media Release – proposed closure going to Council 
meeting 

March 2025 Complete 

Media Release – closure endorsed by Council March 2025 Complete 
Fact Sheet/FAQs (2x options prepared) March - April 

2025 
Complete 

Letters to surrounding properties March - April 
2025 

Complete 

Assets incl. corflute signs, brochures, social 
media/website imagery 

March - April 
2025 

Complete 

Internal communications for staff April 2025 Complete 

Information to Customer Service for answering 
enquiries 

April 2025 Complete / 
ongoing 

Social Media Messages April 2025 In progress 
eNews short article April 2025 In progress 
Community newsletter April-June 2025 In progress 
Final Closure Notices (Social Media) Up to June 2025 Not commenced 

Replace ‘Closure Notice’ Corflute with ‘Redirection 
Notice’ 

June 2025 Not commenced 

Date of Closure of BWMC 8 June 2025  
BWMC phone to be active to answer customer 
enquiries  

June to 
December 2025 

Not commenced 

Remediation Works 
Preparation / Lead-Up 
Main Media Release TBC  Not commenced 
Fact Sheet/FAQs (2 options prepared) TBC Not commenced 
Updated website pages  TBC  Not commenced 
Corflute at BWMC x3 TBC  Not commenced 
Remove ‘Bargo tip’ signs in Bargo TBC  Not commenced 
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Social Media Messages TBC  Not commenced 
eNews short article TBC  Not commenced 
Internal communications for staff TBC  Not commenced 
Information to Customer Service for answering 
enquiries 

TBC  Not commenced 

Community News TBC  Not commenced 
Project Updates 
Contractor Signage on Site TBC  Not commenced 
Social Media Messages TBC  Not commenced 
Updated website pages TBC  Not commenced 
Project Completion 
eNews short article TBC Not commenced 
Social Media Messages TBC Not commenced 
Internal communications for staff TBC Not commenced 
Community News TBC Not commenced 

 
MATERIALS REQUIRING GRAPHIC DESIGN  
 

1. Corflute Signs  

The purpose of the corflute signs is to communicate temporary messaging to users of 
the site and surrounding Bargo areas. The proposed locations for the corflute signs 
are provided later in this document. The below draft corflute sign designs have been 
prepared. 

  

Remediation notice (post closure & prior to remediation works): 

Wording to be prepared following the design & construction tender release.   
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2. Flyers 
The purpose of the flyer is to communicate the closure of BWMC and alternate 
locations for residents to dispose of their waste. These flyers will be available at 
BWMC, Council foyer, Library, mobile library, Dilly Wanderer, council events, Bargo 
shops and other areas around the Shire. The below draft flyer design has been 
prepared. 
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3. Cover sticker for fees & charges sign 

 
There is a large fees and charges sign directly out the front of BWMC. While we will 
place corflute signs around Bargo to advise residents of the closure, there may be 
some residents that still drive up to the facility if the Government Rd gates are open 
(especially if rehab works have commenced). We would like a sticker design created 
that we can place over the existing sign design to indicate that the site has closed 
and is preparing for/undergoing remediation works. Sign is 2x5m.  
 
 

4. Social media assets incl. Facebook tiles, website banners, etc 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNICATION MATERIALS  
 

1. Corflute sign locations 
 
 4 x Ironbark Drive  

 
 4 x BWMC  

o 3 x Closure Notices (Entrance and Exit, and on Weighbridge)  
o 1 x Remediation Notice (Entrance Facing) 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNICATIONS PLAN 

 1 x Closure Notices  

 
 

 1 x Closure Notices  
 

 
 

 Additional potential notification locations: 
o Bargo Post Office 
o Bargo IGA 
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2. Letter Drop 
Letters will be posted to households located in Bargo and Yanderra.  
 

Draft letter wording:  

Dear Resident, 
 
Notification of Permanent Closure of Bargo Waste Management Centre 
 
After 60 years of operation, Bargo Waste Management Centre, commonly known as ‘Bargo 
Tip’, has reached its capacity and will soon be permanently closing. The last date of 
operation and acceptance of waste and recycling will be Sunday, 8 June 2025.  
 
The permanent closure of Bargo Waste Management Centre is the first step towards 
commencing remediation of the site in accordance with the Protection of the Environment 
Operations Act 1997 and the NSW EPA Environment Protection Licence. The remediation of 
the site is planned to commence during 2025 and, once complete, will reduce the impacts of 
the landfill on our environment and play a critical role in preparing the site for future 
generations. 
 
A fact sheet has been attached to this letter which provides more information on the site 
closure and remediation and suggests alternative local waste disposal options.  
 
For more information, visit www.wollondilly.nsw.gov.au/waste-services, contact Council’s 
Waste Services Team on 4677 1100, or email council@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au. 
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3. Fact Sheet (attachment to above letter drop) 
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